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swdent  Your Path to NSA

Auétlons The annual NSA cycle begins on September 1% and ends on July 31,

National Association of Teachers of Singing

Region Auditions

« NSA starts at the region level. Some regions use chapter auditions as qualifying rounds,
but only the final region results can send a singer to NSA.

« Only singers placing Ist-5th in their region’s nationally eligible categories advance to the
National Preliminaries, and only with qualifying scores of two 9O's or an average of 90
from the regional preliminary round. Singers tied for Ist-5th also advance. Winning at the
chapter or region level does not automatically qualify you.

« The songs you submit at the national level must be the SAME songs you performed at
your region audition.

National Student Auditions Qualifying Round)
Qualified singers get an invitation in April. To enter, you must:
o Complete the online registration and pay the national fee
o Submit one unlisted YouTube video for each required song
o Perform the same repertoire you entered at the region
auditions
o Follow all the video submission rules
About 15 singers per category advance to the National Semifinals.

National Semifinals
Semifinals happen at the NATS National Conference (even years) or the Summer
Workshop/AuditionCon (odd years).

 You perform songs from your regional entry

» You choose your first song

 Adjudicators pick the rest, within your category's time limit

« Three singers per category advance to the Finals

National Finals

*Each finalist performs one song from their list .
* Adjudicators rank the finalists independently

*Ist, 2nd, and 3rd place awards are given in each category
*Every finalist receives a certificate

National Entry Timeline National Entry Fee Collaborative Pianists
March 30: Regions send in qualified * $95 per category e You may bring your own or request
singers and approved repertoire o Covers the Preliminaries, a staff pianist
2nd Friday in April: Deadline for national Semifinals, Finals, and admission e Staff pianists for Semifinals cost an
registration, fees, and YouTube videos to conference or workshop events extra fee
Early May: Preliminary adjudication o Separate from chapter or region e Short rehearsals are provided
finished fees before Semifinals
Mid-May: Semifinalists notified e Nonrefundable ¢ Finalists using staff pianists get a
June/July: National Semifinals /Finals * $25 technology fee for CM entries short rehearsal or sound check

before Finals
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	NSA Commercial Music Auditions Rubric
	STANDARD
	DEVELOPING
	70-79 points

	ADVANCING
	80-89 points

	MASTERING
	90-100 points

	ARTISTIC INTERPRETATION
	The performance is authentic.
	The performance offers a unique, stylized interpretation of the music.
	The performance is specific to the selected style of commercial music.
	The singer needs an increased understanding of the stylistic elements of each selection. The interpretation lacks authenticity and is not unique to the singer.
	The singer is advancing in the ability to communicate the stylistic elements of each selection. The interpretation has
	moments of authenticity unique to the singer.
	The singer is mastering the ability to communicate the stylistic elements of each selection. The interpretation is authentic and unique to the singer.

	LYRIC COMMUNICATION
	The lyrics are articulated in the style appropriate to the selected style of commercial music.
	Vocal tract shaping and diction enhance the individuality of the performance.
	Articulation is incompatible with the style of the song. The singer is beginning to engage the lyrics to embody the essence of each style.
	Articulation is often compatible with the style of each song. The singer is often engaging the lyrics to embody the essence of each style.
	Articulation is compatible with the style of each song. The singer is consistently
	engaging the lyrics to embody the essence of each style.

	VOCAL STYLE
	The song’s artistic interpretation includes expressive vocal stylisms characteristic of the selected style.
	Interpretive vocal stylisms may include varied vocal onsets, releases, nuances, and embellishments, which stylistically color the vocal tone with fry, cry, growl, breathiness, etc. (See CM Terminology)
	Vocal interpretations lack the vocal stylisms characteristic of each genre. The singer is
	beginning to develop a facility with vocal stylisms.
	Vocal interpretations include some vocal stylisms characteristic of each selection’s style. The singer is developing a facility with artistic vocal stylisms.
	Vocal interpretations include vocal stylisms characteristic of each genre. The singer has proficient facility with artistically effective vocal stylisms.


	NSA Children & Youth Rubric, cont
	STANDARD
	DEVELOPING
	70-79 points

	ADVANCING
	80-89 points

	MASTERING
	90-100 points

	PERFORMANCE READINESS
	STYLE OF MUSIC

	Sample Comments for Commercial Music
	STANDARD
	DEVELOPING
	70-79 points

	ADVANCING
	80-89 points

	MASTERING
	90-100 points
	ARTISTIC INTERPRETATION
	The performance is authentic.
	The performance offers a unique, stylized interpretation of the music.
	The performance is specific to the selected style of commercial music.
	You have a sincere performance, but the style could be more clearly defined.
	Continue exploring how the text and groove influence your interpretation.
	The performance would benefit from stronger stylistic choices unique to this genre.
	You communicate the style effectively in many moments.
	Consider making even more individual artistic choices that reflect your identity as an artist.
	The performance shows growing authenticity and connection to the style.
	Your interpretation feels authentic, personal, and stylistically informed.
	You communicate the emotional and musical intent with confidence and individuality.
	Excellent connection between your artistic choices and the genre’s performance practice.

	LYRIC COMMUNICATION
	The lyrics are articulated in the style appropriate to the selected style of commercial music.
	Vocal tract shaping and diction enhance the individuality of the performance.
	Some words are difficult to understand.
	Continue working toward clearer communication of the text
	The story and message could be more apparent to the listener.
	Most lyrics are clear and expressive.
	Consider highlighting key words and phrases to deepen communication.
	The text is engaging, though some moments could carry greater intention.
	Excellent clarity and communication of the text.
	Your diction supports both the style and emotional impact of the song.
	The lyrics feel conversational, personal, meaningful, and fully embodied.

	VOCAL STYLE
	The song’s artistic interpretation includes expressive vocal stylisms characteristic of the selected style.
	Interpretive vocal stylisms may include varied vocal onsets, releases, nuances, and embellishments, which stylistically color the vocal tone with fry, cry, growl, breathiness, etc. (See CM Terminology)
	Continue developing stylistic tools appropriate to this genre.
	Experiment with vocal colors and expressive devices that support the text.
	The style would benefit from greater consistency throughout the performance.
	You demonstrate a growing command of stylistic vocal choices.
	The use of stylistic elements enhances the performance in many moments.
	Continue refining stylistic consistency across your range and dynamics.
	Your vocal stylisms are artistically effective and genre appropriate.
	The stylistic choices feel natural, expressive, and fully integrated.
	Excellent command of stylistically appropriate vocal colors.
	Your stylistic choices enhance the performance without feeling imitated or exaggerated.

	MUSICIANSHIP
	Performance is in tune.
	Rhythmic groove enhances the performance.
	Memorization is secure and accurate.
	Continue working toward greater pitch accuracy and rhythmic consistency.
	The groove and style need stronger internalization.
	Memorization appears incomplete in places.
	Pitch and rhythm are generally secure.
	You maintain the groove effectively through most of the performance.
	Continue refining rhythmic precision and stylistic timing.
	Excellent pitch accuracy and rhythmic integrity.
	Your rhythmic feel and groove are natural and stylistically authentic.
	Memorization is secure and allows for confident artistic communication.




	Sample Comments for Commercial Music, cont
	STANDARD
	DEVELOPING
	70-79 points

	ADVANCING
	80-89 points

	MASTERING
	90-100 points
	VOCAL PRODUCTION
	BREATH MANAGEMENT
	ENSEMBLE (comments only)
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