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A New Chapter for NATS

By Melissa Greenblatt, NATS Executive Director

n January 26, 2026, I began my role as executive director
Oof NATS, joining a community built over decades by
teachers, singers, leaders, and volunteers, with care and
commitment, all devoted to the teaching of singing. NATS is
strong because of the people who have guided it forward in
pursuit of transforming lives through the power of singing.
PS: It was a delight and honor to celebrate the association’s 82nd
birthday on March 23!

How I Got Here

While many of you are meeting

me for the first time through these
pages, I would like to share a bit
about my professional journey and
what brings me to this work. I call
Maryland home, nestled between
Baltimore and Washington, D.C.,
while my family origins and artistic
roots trace back to Texas. My career
has been shaped by a deep belief in
the power of the arts and the important role that teachers
play in making it a vital part of our lives. Although my artistic
background is in dance, my work is centered in supporting
arts educators across multiple teaching environments,
including independent studios, K-12 schools, colleges,
universities, and more.

Melissa Greenblatt
NATS Executive Director

Prior to joining NATS, I spent 18 years with the National
Dance Education Organization (NDEO), a nonprofit with
thousands of members and a similar arts education focus
and structure. I have deep experience in strengthening
professional learning opportunities for teachers, curating
knowledge, research, and best practices, and providing
resources that support teachers in their work with students.
My early career included 13 years at Procter & Gamble, where
I learned the importance of listening first, creating value, and
building brands with meaning and identity, while honing my
sales and marketing skills.
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Looking Ahead

I am committed to strengthening NATS as a professional
home for voice teachers and for the entire profession of the
“teaching of singing.”

“I support fostering a community where all
members feel a genuine sense of belonging,
while building a sustainable organization that
can adapt, evolve, and grow over time, no
matter what opportunities or challenges we
encounter as a field and as an organization.”

I support expanding our advocacy efforts (because who
doesn't need a little singing in their lives @), elevating
lifelong learning opportunities, and deepening meaningful
connections that support voice teachers at every stage of
their careers.

Listening

My priority in these early months has been to listen, starting
with staff and board members to better understand how
NATS operates. In the months ahead, I look forward to
expanding that listening to include members more directly.
You will soon see opportunities to share your perspectives
through short surveys and online focus groups, and I hope
you will participate.

As I listen, I am also discovering the powerful synergy among
the many environments where singing and voice are taught,
such as independent studios, K-12 schools, universities,
community programs, and performing organizations. They
all contribute to a vibrant ecosystem that supports singers
throughout their development. Each plays a role in nurturing
voices and shaping students’ artistic journeys. We must
embrace this for the good of our field and the future of

our students.
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Signature Programs

And there are the signature NATS programs I am
experiencing firsthand as I continue learning about the
organization and its work.

This summer, I look forward to meeting many of you

as we gather in San Antonio for the NATS National
Conference, our largest professional gathering and

an opportunity to engage with the full breadth of our
field. With dozens of sessions, performances, research
presentations, an exhibit hall, and informal conversations
among colleagues from all teaching environments, the
conference creates space to exchange ideas and reconnect
with a professional community that understands the daily
work of voice educators. I hope to see you there!

And, of course, many teachers and students experience
NATS through our audition and awards opportunities.
While I am still learning the full scope of these remarkable
programs, it is clear the audition experience is very
meaningful for independent teachers and their students.
From local auditions to the national level, the National
Student Auditions (NSA) events provide students with
feedback (and performance opportunities) while fostering
connection among teachers and students across the NATS
community.

Professional membership organizations like NATS

exist because teachers understand that the strength

of a field depends on more than individual studios or
schools or people. It depends on a shared commitment to
advancing knowledge, supporting one another, and creating
opportunities for the next generation. Membership, in many
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ways, represents a collective investment in the health and
future of the profession.

In the midst of all this, I'm reminded of the importance of
balance and harmony, something my two golden retrievers,
Bode and Nash, seem to understand instinctively. Greeting
me with wagging tails and a tennis ball or two, they know
exactly when to interrupt my work and make sure I take a
beat to breathe.

Together, I look forward to building on this strong foundation
and continuing to move NATS, and our profession, forward to
the next chapter. If you would like to drop me a line, send a
note to melissa@nats.org.

Warmly,
Melissa F. Greenblatt
NATS Executive Director
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