
This issue of Inter Nos is packed with information on our association and its 
activities, including profiles on several of our members and their work in 
independent studios and other settings.  For the past 75 years NATS has relied 

on its engaged members at all levels to propel our organization forward.  This year 
more members than ever before are engaged in a variety of nationally appointed 
committees and task forces addressing current and future needs of our industry.  

NATS is now in its 76th year of existence and embarking on a major strategic 
planning effort to position NATS for the future and reposition our resources to 
best serve our ever more diverse constituency.  Every member was invited to 
participate in a member climate survey in March 
and the results are helping shape the work of the 
NATS Advancement Committee and NATS Strategic 
Planning Task Force as they shape both our strategic 
plan and our efforts at raising internal and external 
support to sustain and grow our association well into 
the future.  We are grateful to the NATS Foundation 
for sharing with NATS, Inc. in the cost of engaging 
our consultants Strategic Funding Solutions.  Between 
our Board of Directors and these two important 
groups, over 50 NATS members are directly 
involved in evaluating, prioritizing, and shaping a plan for the future.  In early 
2020, a draft strategic plan will be vetted among a variety of constituency 
groups within NATS with a goal of having a final plan in place in late Spring.  

NATS is the leading and largest association of voice teachers in the world!  
Collectively we have some of the leading minds in our diverse field as members, a 
leading journal that is respected and held up as a model around the world, a system 
of feedback auditions that provides experiences for well over 15,000 singers each 
year, a treasure trove of media for professional development, and so much more.  

NATS provides greater services than some of our sister associations in the 
industry whose member dues are much greater.  Since the last dues increase, an 
impressive number of new services and activities have been provided our members 
and their students: The National Music Theater Competition, expansion of our 
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auditions to include the National Student Auditions, a new 
website (which will be scheduled for a refresh in 2020), 
a national registration system for auditions, additional 
staff, NATS Live Learning Center, Vocapedia.info, So You 
Want to Sing… book series, and new insurance options 
and other affinity relationships with a variety of partners.  

In order to provide for future challenges and opportunities, 
the Board of Directors, approved a dues increase 
beginning with our 2020 dues cycle to $120 for most 
membership categories.  In addition, they approved a new 
simplified membership category structure proposed by 
our Membership Committee which includes eliminating 
the additional dues charge for international members.  

As we move through this planning cycle I hope you will be 
engaged by offering your feedback on how NATS can better 
serve you.  You were asked to provide feedback with the 
member climate survey, yet if you did not take advantage of 
that opportunity or have had further thoughts since then, I 
strongly encourage you to send them directly to me (allen@
nats.org) or president Karen Brunssen (president@nats.org).  

NOW is the time for your voice to be heard as we enter this 
critical phase of identifying and prioritizing future goals and 
action plans which will be our focus over the next 3-5 years.  

We wrap up our celebration of the 75 years of NATS 
next summer at our 2020 NATS National Conference in 
Knoxville, Tennessee June 26-30th.  We are planning an 
exciting conference full of many opportunities for us to 
engage with others in the profession and energize ourselves 
for the future.  I am so glad to announce that Lawrence 
Brownlee will join us as a featured artist.  Some of Larry’s 
earliest performing opportunities were at NATS auditions 
and we are so glad to have him join us.  Much more is 
to be announced soon!  Make plans now to join us.  

As always, I welcome your comments and 
communication at allen@nats.org.

Allen Henderson 
Executive Director
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IN MEMORIAM

FEBRUARY-AUGUST, 2019

Dorothy Barnhouse 
Eugene Cline 
William Gaeddert 
Angela Holder 
Patricia Hales 
Jerry Hoover 
Stephen Totter

We also want to recognize the 
following who passed in previous 
years but whom we have only recently 
learned about:

Louise Allen 
Thomas Anderson 
Kerchal Armstrong 

Beverly Bennett 
Leslie T Breidenthal 
Patricia Y Brown 
Gloria Carrai 
Cecile Charette 
Carol Christopher 
Suanna Davis 
Barbara Bailey Dennison 
Priscilla DeStigter 
Ruth Dubinbaum 
Joel Ebersole 
Carolyn Eells 
Elfryda Florek 
Jane Frazier Gray Rolandi 
Margaret Grossman 
Mabeth Gyllstrom 
George Hansler 

William Hartwell, III 
Howard Hatton 
Helen M. Hosmer 
Jack Hutcheson 
Gloria McMaster Juhn 
John Magnus 
Barbara Mathis 
Howard Nelson 
Flora L. Nielsen 
Ferris Ohl 
George Papps, Jr. 
Frances Parker 
Donald Paschke 
Ouida Fay Paul 
Arthur Peters 
Nelly Picker
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