








2016 NATS Art Song Composition Award

David Conte (pictured right) has won the 2016 NATS Art Song
Composition Award for his composition of American Death Ballads.

One of the last students of legendary teacher Nadia Boulanger,
David Conte (www.davidconte.net) is Chair of the Composition
Department and Professor of Composition at the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music, and on the Composition Faculty of the
European American Music Alliance in Paris. He is the composer
of more than 80 published works, including six operas, a musical,
works for chorus, solo voice, orchestra, chamber music, organ,
piano, guitar and harp. Conte co-wrote the film score for the
documentary Ballets Russes, shown at the Sundance and Toronto
Film Festivals in 2005, (now available on DVD) and composed the
music for the PBS documentary, Orozco: Man of Fire in 2006, shown
on the American Masters Series in the fall of 2007. He currently
serves on the board of the American Composer’s Forum and as
Composer in Residence with Cappella SF, a professional chorus in
San Francisco.

Conte’s American Death Ballads was presented in Chicago at the
2016 Art Song Composition Award Announcement & Recital on
Sunday, July 10, during the 54th NATS National Conference.

Distinguished composer Daron Hagen was the finals judge for the
The 2016 competition received the most applications in the 2016 NATS Art Song Composition Award.
award’s history, with nearly 90 total submissions.

The purpose of the NATS Art Song Composition Award is to

Second place, honorable mentions and other finalists include: stimulate the creation of quality vocal literature through the

cooperation of singer and composer. NATS offers a cash award, plus
Second Place Winner: a performance of the winning composition at the upcoming NATS
I'm Afraid it’s You, Scott Gendel (www.scottgendel.com). Conference to the composer of the winning song. Competition is

open to any composer whose submitted work meets the prescribed

Honorable Mention: Twelve Chairs, Jodi Goble (www.jodigoble.
requirements.

com).
Applications for the 2017 award are now being accepted. Deadline is

Other finalists:
Dec. 1, 2016. For more information, visit nats.org.

Jared Hedges: Nellie Bly at Blackwell’s Island;

Philip Wharton: Fools;

Pol Vanfleteren: Arthur’s Happiness;

Bernard Hughes: Songs of Lost Love;

Andrew Fowler: Songs of Travel; 2 O %

Gregory Zavracky: Slabs of the Sunburnt West; CU m pusl “ u r

Nathan Jones: Six Qabbani Love Songs; and

Clint Borzoni: Awake the Dawn.
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Compositio ard

Now An Annual Award!

REQUIREMENTS - The work must be:

(1) a song cycle, group of songs, or extended single song of
approximately 20 minutes in length (13- 25 minutes acceptable)

(2) for single voice and piano

(3) 1o a text written in English, for which the composer hos) secured
st PI copyright clearance (only text setting permission necessary.
I* Place

(4) composed within the last two years (after Jan. 1, 2015).

$2,000 plus the composer's

A ENTRY FEE - 530 for professionals; S15 for full-time students

Conference in Las Vegas each entry (payable in US. funds to NATS).
22-26, 2018, where th
preni?er:g perfo?ﬁogcglg\fl tﬁreewir?ning ELIGIBILITY - Anyone meeting prescribed requirements.

composition will be given.
5 1 PROCEDURE - Applications may be submitted via www.nats.org

beginning in August 2016. Application should include:
(1) A PDF copy of the vocal-piano score(s). Copies must be neat,
an Place legible and clearly edited and should include: [al composition
title; [b] poet's name; [c] person or agency granting text
sefting permission; and [d] length and date of composition.
THE COMPOSER'S NAME SHOULD NOT APPEAR ANYWHERE ON
THE SCORE.

$1,000

Cash prizes generously sponsored

by:composerLori-Laitman (2) A digital audio file of composition(s). Recordings may be

performance or working quality, but must be with voice
and piano.

For more information about the Nationg y
SSOCciqy;

APPLY ONLINE AT NATS.ORG
DIRECT INQUIRIES TO: ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY:

Carol Mikkelsen, Coordinator
cmikkels@valdosta.edu DECEMBER I' 2016

NATS reserves a non-exclysive nght fos pronsor performanc% s of the winning work for two years
without additional remuneration to the composer.



NATS installs 2016-18 national officers

NATS regional governors: Lori McCann (Eastern),
Kimberly James (Intermountain), Angela Holder
(Mid-South), Kathleen Otterson (North Central),
Craig Maddox (Southeastern), Jason Lester
(Texoma), Carol Chapman (Central), Barbara Ann
Peters (Mid-Atlantic), Cindy Dewey (Cal-Western),

The National Association of Teachers of Singing
installed officers for the 2016-18 term during the
organization’s biennial business meeting at the 54th
National Conference in Chicago, July 12, 2016.

Newly elected officers include President-Elect
Karen Brunssen, Vice President for Outreach Brian Horne (Great Lakes), Richard Weidlich
Alison Feldt, Vice President for Auditions Diana (New England), Nancy Bos (Northwestern) and
Allan, Vice President for Workshops Kristine Reginald Pittman (West Central).
Hurst-Wajszczuk and Past President Norman Spivey. Officers

reelected for a second term are Vice President for Membership  “Our organization is full of so many incredibly talented
Dan Johnson-Wilmot, and Secretary/Treasurer Lloyd Mims. professionals,” NATS Executive Director Allen Henderson said.
Linda Snyder, voted as president-elect in 2014, was installed as  “This group represents the outstanding leadership, talent and

the organization’s president. dedication that has long been associated with NATS members.
The executive office staff looks forward to working closely with
NATS Board of Directors Webh Page this outstanding group of professionals this coming year.”

2016-17 NATS Board of Directors

Linda Snyder Karen Brunssen  Dan Johnson-Wilmot  Lloyd Mims Alison Feldt Diana Allan Kristine Hurst- Norman

President President-Elect  VP- Membership Secretary/ VP - Qutreach VP - Auditions Wajszczuk Spivey
Treasurer VP - Workshops  Past President

Cindy Dewey Lori McCann Kimberly James Angela Holder Kathleen Otterson Craig Maddox Jason Lester

Cal-Western Eastern Intermountain Mid-South North Central Southeastern Texoma
Governor Governor Governor Governor Governor Governor Governor

Carol Chapman Brian Jorne Barbara Ann Peters Richard Weidlich Nancy Bos Jon Secrest Reginald Pittman

Central Great Lakes Mid-Atlantic New England Northwestern Southern West Central
Governor Governor Governor Governor Governor Governor Governor
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2016 NATS Board of Directors Report

by Norman Spivey, Past President
Linda Snyder, NATS President

Each year our NATS Board meets to attend to Association business.
Attending the meeting are the elected members: President,
President Elect, Past President, Vice Presidents for Auditions,
Membership, Outreach, and Workshops, Secretary/Treasurer, the 14
Regional Governors; the appointed International Coordinator and
Editor of Journdl of Singing; and the Executive Director and Director
of Operations. These meetings are required in our Bylaws, but
moreover they are opportunities for learning from written and oral
reports about how our programs are working, issues that may have
surfaced, best practices, details of new initiatives, and a wonderful
sharing of ideas. It is then our officers’ responsibility to be sure

to take the information from the two full days of meetings and
share all pertinent news with the programs and/or members they
represent.

Here are some of the highlights of our most recent meeting, which
took place July 5-6 just prior to our 2016 National Conference in
Chicago. Approved, detailed, official minutes are in process and will
be available soon.

Agenda and Reports. As in most formal meetings, we approved

the minutes from our last board meeting (which included Bylaws
revisions, date changes for upcoming NATSAA and NMTC
competitions, adding a student membership level, and approval of the
National Student Auditions regulations) and from our asynchronous
meetings on-line (which approved Kristine Hurst-Wajszczuk as Vice
President for Workshops, prior to the installation of elected officers at
the conference, upon the death of esteemed board member Kathleen
Arecchi; and installed Wendy LeBorgne as NATS new Vocal Health
and Wellness Coordinator).

The agenda continued with board training and discussion of officer
reports. New initiatives were discussed regarding membership,
particularly involving diversity, students, and lapsed members. What
we learned about our members who do not renew is that they tend not
to join a local chapter or become active in other programs. Reaching
out to all of our new members and being sure they feel engaged with
the Association will go far in this regard. We heard about some of
the small changes to the NSA guidelines (no more Roman numerals,
and clarification of some information), and learned that the NSA
committee will be soliciting and reviewing additional feedback
before suggesting larger revisions. The committee wants members to
know that they have heard their feedback, but they hesitate to make
changes in the short term that might not be in the best interest of all
involved. There was a low rate of response for feedback this year, and
they have strategies to solicit more complete feedback in the coming
year. There was also some effective brainstorming for workshops and

www.nats.org
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CHICAGO DowNTOWN Jfi*:
MAGNIFICENT MILE

NATS President Norman Spivey addresses attendees during the opening
session of the 54th NATS National Conference in Chicago.

outreach, and the board supported an initiative to revise our officer
manuals—work to be undertaken in the coming year. Of course any
of our officers would be happy to hear from members about ideas.

The Regional Governors each shared information about the state

of their region, including the various events that were programmed,
new initiatives, and any struggles. The governors also were able to
use the forum to share information about many practical elements of
regional events, including NATSAA, National Student Auditions, and
other programs.

We heard from the president of the NATS Foundation about the
health and initiatives of the Foundation, from the Editor of Journal
of Singing, and from the International Coordinator. Marvin Keenze
will be concluding his service in this position following the 2017
International Congress of Voice Teachers in Stockholm. (Consider
attending the congress—it would be a great send-off for him!)
The Director of Operations reported on details of the Chicago
Conference, and provided preliminary information about our
upcoming conferences in Las Vegas (2018) and Knoxville (2020).
Members of the NATS office staff were on hand to dialogue with the
board, and the Executive Director also gave his report.

Budget. A large portion of our discussion centered around the

continued on page 3§ ...
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continued: 2016 NATS Board Report

— continued from page 37

proposed 2017 budget. The way in which we allocate our resources
speaks volumes about our mission and vision. The Board’s budget
sub-committee (President, Secretary/Treasurer, President Elect, and
the Executive Director) meets annually prior to the Board meeting.
The entire Board looked line by line at the budget, being the best
stewards we can be for the Association. We considered reducing the
lines we could, but knew we would likely face increases in several
lines, particularly with some of our legal fees (due to litigation a
member brought again the association) and increases with cost of

living adjustments for staff.

Special Actions. The board approved an increase in funding to the
Intern Program, which had not had a cost of living adjustment for
many years. They also voted to support the addition of collaborative
piano into the Intern Program, with collaborative piano interns

and a collaborative piano master teacher. Plans are underway to
incorporate this beginning with the 2017 Intern Program at the

University of Toronto.

55th National Conference

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

NATS members and friends are invited to submit proposals for special
sessions to be presented at the 55th NATS National Conference in
Las Vegas, Nevada, June 22-26, 2018. Proposals related to the following

topics are particularly encouraged:

- American Song/American Song Composers

- Private Studio / Teaching Technology

- Opera /Voice Repertoire / The Ear and Hearing

- Traditional and Commercial Voice Pedagogy

- Choral and Solo Voice Techniques

- Contemporary Commercial Singing /Voice Science

Proposal guidelines and format are posted online at NATS.org.
All proposals must be submitted via NATS.org/Vegas2018

DEADLINE: June 1, 2017

We approved having the NATS Art Song Composition Award become
an annual event, rather than only in conference years. This is due to
composer Lori Laitman, who has very generously offered to fund the
prizes. Because of this we have been able to reduce the entry fee

for the award, and we’ll also feature two award winners at future

conferences—one from each year.

Additional Reports and Discussion. We had reports from our standing
committees and special committees; and Linda Snyder made her
recommendations for national committee appointments, which were
subsequently approved by the Board. (See separate report in this

InterNos.)

With such a large board, and so many programs to nurture, our
meetings are long and focused. Even so, we find opportunities for
fellowship during meals and breaks, and feel that it is an honor to be
able to serve NATS. Each of us believes deeply in the mission of the
Association, and understands that our service comes back to enrich
us and to provide the best possible opportunities for our students and

colleagues.

Tropice

4 DOUBLETREE BY HILTON

JUNE 22 - 26,2018
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NATS National Committee Assignments and Appointments
July 2016-June 2018

by Linda J. Snyder, President

On behalf of the NATS Board of Directors, I wish to thank the following NATS members who have so generously agreed to serve on our
national committees. All have been appointed or reappointed, and approved by the NATS Board. Each standing committee is described in
our Association Bylaws, and a more detailed list of objectives for all committees will be noted in the approved minutes from the 2016 Board

Meeting.
I. STANDING COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Linda J. Snyder, President

KKaren Brunssen, President Elect

Alison Feldt, Vice President for Outreach

Dan Johnson-Wilmot, Vice President for Membership
Diana Allan, Vice President for Auditions

Kristine Hurst-Wajszczuk, Vice President for Workshops
Lloyd Mims, Secretary/Treasurer

Allen Henderson, Executive Director (ex officio)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Norman Spivey, Past President, Chair
Earl Coleman

Cynthia Dewey

Lloyd Mims

Martha Randall

~al theatre
)< sical singers

www.nats.org

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Dan Johnson-Wilmot, VP Membership, Chair
KKaren Brunssen (IL)

Alexis B. Davis (AZ)

Mary Ann Hart (IN)

Stephanie Henkle (OH)

Wendy Hillhouse (CA)

Ayumi Nakamae (NC)
Christine Keene (AK)

Tanya Kruse Ruck (WI)

Ellie Seligmann (CO)

Darryl Taylor (CA)

Patricia Weis (WI)

INVESTMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Robert Edwin, Chair

Robert Dundas

Lloyd Mims, Secretary/Treasurer (ex-officio)

Allen Henderson, Executive Directo

JOURNAL OF SINGING EDITORIAL BOARD
Kenneth Bozeman, Chair

Richard Sjoerdsma, Editor

Andrew Adams

Stephen Austin

Debra Greschner

Lynn Helding

Judith Nicosia

Sherri Weiler

ETHICS COMMITTEE
Jennifer Trost, Chair

Sarah Holman

Linda Snyder, President
Norman Spivey, Past President

INTER NOS | FALL 2016
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continued: 2016 Board of Directors Report

II. OTHER COMMITTEES and APPOINTMENTS

AUDITIONS AND COMPETITIONS COMMITTEE

Diana Allan, VP Auditions, Chair and NATSAA Liaison

Frank Ragsdale, National Music Theater Competition Liaison
Dan Johnson-Wilmot, National Student Auditions Liaison
Allen Henderson, Executive Director

VOICE SCIENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Deirdre Michael, Chair

James Doing

Lynn Helding

Wendy LeBorgne (Health and Wellness)
Scott McCoy

David Meyer

John Nix

Robert Sataloff

Leda Scearce

Ron Scherer

Emeritus members:

Ingo Titze

Thomas Cleveland

Steve Austin

EDUCATION ADVOCACY COMMISSION
Kathryn Proctor Duax, Chair

Minnita Daniel-Cox

Don Hodges

Laurie Lashbrook

Jill Lewis

Mitra Sadeghpour

Anne Petrie

Craig Tompkins

ARCHIVIST and HISTORIAN
Kathryn Duax

NATS ART SONG COMPOSITION AWARD COMMITTEE
Carol Mikkelsen, Chair

Don Simonson

Lori Laitman, Advisor

INTERN PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Norman Spivey, Past President, Director of Intern Program, Chair
Brian Horne, NATS Foundation President

Linda Snyder, President

40 INTER NOS | FALL 2016

2018 CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Tod Fitzpatrick, Program Chair

Local Committee members, TBA

Norman Spivey, Past President

Linda Snyder, President

Karen Brunssen, President Elect

Allen Henderson, Executive Director

2018 CONFERENCE PRESENTATION REVIEW COMMITTEE
Tod Fitzpatrick, Program Chair

Linda Snyder, President

KKaren Brunssen, President Elect

Richard Sjoerdsma, Editor, Journal of Singing

Allen Henderson, Executive Director
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The NATS Live Learning Center

Recordings from the 54th NATS National Conference in Chicago are now available online so you can catch up on
sessions you missed and tap into industry education year-round. The NATS Live Learning Center connects you to

sessions recorded live numerous past conferences and workshops so you can extend your learning experience
between NATS events.

Sessions were recorded using the latest screen capture technology to include not only the speaker’s audio but also their
presentation slides and anything else that appears on their screen during the live session.

Session recordings through the NATS Live Learning Center are available for the
54th National Conference in Chicago right now! Sessions are also ready and loaded

from past conferences in Boston (2014, Orlando (2012) and Salt Lake City (2010), in addition
to the 2015 and 2016 NATS winter and summer workshops.

Visit the URL below to access the NATS Live Learning Center:

nats.sclivelearningcenter.com

Scan for more info




DvVD cD DVD cD DVD cD

L ___37. BREAKOUT SESSION 24 ___41.BREAKOUT SESSION 26 L 44, BREAKOUT SESSION 29
Habilitating the Injured Singer: A Comedy in Song: Humorous Art- Big is Beautiful: Providing
Systematic Approach - Ragan Songs in English - Sims, Curry pedagogical support for the

Large Voices in our Studios

— —_38. BREAKOUT SESSION 25 ___ 42 BREAKOUT SESSION 27 Wunderlich, Ruck
Amerlcan Acgdemy of Teachers of Singing Seniors: Restoring the
glrrz]frl;ggese?;z:d-eg?ggratg,n Aging Singer to Vocal Success! - ___45.BREAKOUT SESSION 30
Manz S'éerdsma ’ McBroom, Halstead Expanding Your Independent

» o) Studio: The Challenges and
43. BREAKOUT SESSION 28 Rewards of a Multi-Teacher
— Wice;g.sgiléhtesvsitshsg)o'\ée?t Bastian - Rocking The Traditional Singing Studio - Vaughn, Szymanski
Session 1 Boat: How to make the transition
(Two CDs - $20.00) from Classical to Contemporary _ _46 BANQUET
Musical Theatre and Beyond Lifetime Achievement Award
Foster Winners

__40. FULL SESSION 7
Voice Science with Robert Bastian -
Session 2

(Two CDs - $20.00)

BUY 7 CDs or DVDs, get an 8th FREE and FREE STORAGE ALBUM
(8th free is a single CD session or is worth $12.00 towards your total)
CDs MUST be PRE-ORDERED by NOON Sunday to be available for
PICK-UP on MONDAY
DVDs will be MAILED
ASK ABOUT OUR DISCOUNT FOR THE FULL CONFERENCE SET.
PLEASE ORDER CDs EARLY TO AVOID THE RUSH ON Monday.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Name Daytime Phone #
Address City St Zip
Pay By: Check # Cash MC Visa AmEx Discover (circle one) Email
FOR MAIL ORDERS ONLY - Card # Exp
AmEXx 4-Digit Verification Code MC/Visa/Disc 3-Digit Verification Code
Billing address (for credit card purchases) Street ZIP
Signature
# of CDs x $12.00 (taxes included)
# of 2 CD sessions x $20.00 (taxes included) EGAMI AV
5664 Rockport Lane
# of 3 CD sessions x $30.00 (taxes included) Fort Worth, TX 76137
(817) 577-2564
# of DVDs x $20.00 (taxes & s/h included) FAX (817) 485-7816
. . EMAIL:
# of 2 DVD sessions x $35.00 (taxes & s/h included) EGAMITAPES @AOL.COM
SUBTOTAL

ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY

15% of subtotal surcharge for
International orders (incl. DVDs)

Shipping, materials and handling
($3./ CD - $10. MAX -this is added to
any International shipping charges)



34th NATS CONVENTION

Chicago. 1L

CD and DVD ORDER FORM

The following sessions are available on CD and DVD from the EGAMI A/V sales table.

Individual CDs are $12.00. DVDs are $20.00 each (S/H included). Some sessions are multi-CD and DVD sets and are
priced accordingly.
Check the form for those prices.

Friday, July 8 (PRE-CON SESSIONS)
DVD

cD

___1.Pop/Rock Vocalism for the
Music Theater Singer
Cross, Sanders,
Mary Saunders-Barton
(Three CDs - $30.00)
(Two DVDs - $35.00)

___2. Training the Singer and

the Teacher - Charting a Course

for the Future —

Henderson, McCoy,

Friedlander, Scott,

Everett, Detwiler
(Three CDs - $30.00)  —-
(Two DVDs - $35.00)

___3. The Aging Voice
Smith, Johns, Johnson, Baroody,
Nabors
(Three CDs - $30.00)
(Two DVDs - $35.00)

___4. OPENING CEREMONY

__ 5. FULL SESSION 1 N
Master Class - Smith
(Two CDs - $20.00)

___ 6. NATSAA Competition .
Finals
(Two CDs - $20.00)

Saturday, July 9 N

DVD

CcD

___7. BREAKOUT SESSION 1 N
Do We Hallucinate Vowels?
Rethinking How We Teach
Formants, with Practical

Implications for the Female bvD

Secondo Passaggio - Howell

___ 8. BREAKOUT SESSION 2

Why Would | Want to Occlude
Anything? The When and How of ———
Semi-Occluded Vocal Tract

Exercises - Maxfield

9. BREAKOUT SESSION 3 [
Stepping on Stage Panel:

Casting in the East, Midwest,

and West - Garrett, Levine, Gray,
Saab

___10. BREAKOUT SESSION 4
Making our Garden Grow:
Cultivating 21st-Century Art Song
Bentley

DVD

Sunday, July 10
CcD DVD

CcD DVD

___11. BREAKOUT SESSION 5 ___
You’ve got a business, teaching
singing. Entrepreneurialism and

the Contemporary Independent  ___
Voice Studio - Youngs

___12. FULL SESSION 2
Master Class with Renée Fleming
(Two CDs - $20.00) —

___18. FULL SESSION
Renée Fleming Q and A
(Two CDs - $20.00)

___14. 2014 NATSAA Winner
Recital, Melissa Wimbish, soprano

___15. BREAKOUT SESSION 6
Let’s Get Moving! Body Mapping
Activities for School and Studio
Allen, Malde, Zeller

___16. BREAKOUT SESSION 7
Vocal Health on Broadway &
Beyond - Sisco

___17. BREAKOUT SESSION 8
Assessment Tools for Applied Voice___
Teachers - Ness, Hunter-Holly

___18. BREAKOUT SESSION 9
NATS TALKS - Valente, Thompson, ___
White, White

___19. BREAKOUT SESSION 10
Warren Jones Session - Jones

___20. NMTC FINALS
(Two CDs - $20.00)

__21. BREAKOUT SESSION 11 ___
Warren Jones Session - Jones

___22. BREAKOUT SESSION 12
Musicianship for the Commercial
Vocalist - Paradise

___23. BREAKOUT SESSION 13
Voice Care Fact or Fiction:

Hydration, Lubrication, Herbs,
Supplements, and Medications .
Fort

___24. BREAKOUT SESSION 14
What Do You Do for an Encore
After the Opera is Over?
Reinventing the Female Classical
Voice after Menopause

Trost, Saunders-Barton

CcD

___25. BREAKOUT SESSION 15
NATS Books - Hoch

__26. FULL SESSION 4
Warren Jones Master Class -
Jones

(Two CDs - $20.00)

__27. FULL SESSION 5
Choral Panel - Nally, Gerson,
Hopper

(Two CDs - $20.00)

___28. Art Song Composition
Award Winner

___29. BREAKOUT SESSION 16
The Ladies of Lyric and Song:
Female Composers and Lyricists of
the American Musical Theatre
Snyder

___30. BREAKOUT SESSION 17
What is Intonation? Using
Technology to Understand Our
Perception - Michael, Gilman

___31. BREAKOUT SESSION 18
Kinesthesia of Singing: Science
in Action - Bauer

___32. BREAKOUT SESSION 19
Sharpening the Saw: High — and
Low — Tech Wellness Strategies for
Singers - Williams

___33. BREAKOUT SESSION 20
The Art of Being a Great
Adjudicator - Henderson

Monday July 11

CcD

___34.BREAKOUT SESSION 21
Use of Vocal Function Exercises for
Improved Resonance, Phonation,
and Breath Management in
Singer - Wilson

___35. BREAKOUT SESSION 22
The Brain, Music, and Optimal
Performance - Leigh-Post

__36. BREAKOUT SESSION 23

Bringing the Song To Life: It's a
Matter of Style - Weekly

OVER



Dear Member:

As you may know, the Federal Trade Commission
conducted an investigation concerning the provi-
sion in NATS’s Code of Ethics that stated:

Members will not, either by inducements,
innuendoes, or other acts, proselytize stu-
dents of other teachers.

The Federal Trade Commission alleges that this
provision in the Code of Ethics violates the Federal
Trade Commission Act because it unnecessarily
restricts members of NATS from competing for
students, thereby depriving students of the benefits
of competition among teachers of singing.

To end the investigation expeditiously and to
avoid disruption to its core functions, NATS vol-
untarily agreed, without admitting any violation
of the law, to the entry of a Consent Agreement
and a Decision and Order by the Federal Trade
Commission. As a result, NATS is in the process
of revising its Code of Ethics and will implement
an antitrust compliance program.

In general, the Federal Trade Commission has
prohibited NATS from maintaining bylaws, code
of ethics, operational policies, or membership
requirements that restrict members from solicit-
ing students or other teaching work, including
restricting members from offering services directly
to students who may be receiving similar services
from other teachers of singing.

Some chapters that are affiliated with NA TS have
codes of ethics or similar documents that contain
provisions that restrict its members from: (a) solicit-
ing students or other teaching work, (b) advertis-
ing prices or other terms of teaching services, or (
) competing on price-related terms. The Federal
Trade Commission has prohibited NATS from
accepting or maintaining as a chapterany associa-

tion that has such a code of ethics or similar docu-

ment that contains these prohibited restrictions.

In order to maintain its affiliation with NATS,
each chapter must review its constitution and
bylaws, code of ethics, operational policies, and
membership requirements to determine if they
contain any of these prohibited restrictions on
members. Examples of these prohibited restrictions
would include:

« Restricting a member from proselytizing pupils
of another teacher by inducement, innuendo,
insinuations, or other acts.

+ Restricting a member from accepting as a student
anyone who has not satisfied financial obligations
to another member.

« Restricting a member from advertising or offering
free scholarships or free tuition.

Chapters that are affiliated with NATS and that
have any of these prohibited restrictions in their
constitution and bylaws, codes of ethics, opera-
tional policies, membership requirements, or else-
where will have the opportunity to remove them.
If a chapter does not certify to NATS that it does
not have such restrictions prior to the deadline set
forth in the Decision and Order, NATS will have to
remove it as a chapter until such time as the chapter
complies with the Decision and Order.

The Decision and Order does not prohibit NATS
or its affiliates from adopting and enforcing Codes
of Ethics or similar documents that govern the con-
duct of members with respect to representations
that NATS reasonably believes would be false or
deceptive within the meaning of Section 5 of the
Federal Trade Commission Act.

A copy of the Decision and Order is available
online at nats.org. It is also available on the Federal
Trade Commission website at www.FTC.gov, and
through the NATS web site.




To Settle FTC Charges, Professional
Associations of Property Managers and Vocal
Arts Teachers Agree to Eliminate Rules that
Restrict Competition among Their Members

August 22, 2014

The National Association of Residential Property
Managers, Inc. (NARPM) and the National Associ-
ation of Teachers of Singing, Inc. (NATS) have
agreed to eliminate provisions in their respective
codes of ethics that limit competition among their
members, according to the FTC. These settlements
are the latest FTC enforcement actions challenging
restraints on competition that are incorporated
into the ethics codes of professional associations.

The FTC’s complaint against NARPM, which
represents more than 4,000 real estate managers,
brokers, and agents, alleges that NARPM and its
members restrained competition in violation of the
FTC Act through provisions in its code of ethics
that restrict comparative advertising and solicita-
tion of competitor’s clients. The provisions read,

“The Property Manager shall not knowingly solicit
competitor’s clients,” and “NARPM Professional
Members shall refrain from criticizing other prop-
erty managers or their business practices.”

The proposed consent order settling the FTC’s
charges requires NARPM to stop restraining its
members from soliciting property management
work, and from making statements that are not
false or deceptive about a competitor’s products,
services, or business or commercial practices.
NARPM also must implement an antitrust compli-
ance program, among other things.

In a separate complaint, the FTC charged that
NATS, which represents more than 7,300 vocal arts
teachers in the United States, restrained competi-
tion in violation of the FTC Act through a code of
ethics provision that prohibits members from solic-
iting students from other members. The provision
reads, “members will not, either by inducements,
innuendos, or other acts, proselytize students of
other teachers.”

The proposed order settling the FTC’s com-
plaint against NATS requires that it stop restraining
members from seeking teaching work, and stop tell-
ing its members that soliciting students is unethical.

Among other things, the order also requires NATS
to obtain a certification from each of its chapters that
the chapter is not restricting solicitation, advertising,
or price-related competition by its members, and to
sever its ties with any chapter that NATS learns is
restraining solicitation, advertising, or price-related
competition by its members. NATS also must imple-
ment an antitrust compliance program.

The Commission vote to accept each consent
agreement containing the proposed consent order
for public comment was 5-0. The FTC will publish
the consent agreement packages in the Federal
Register shortly. The agreements will be subject
to public comment for 30 days, beginning today
and continuing through September 22, 2014, after
which the Commission will decide whether to make
the proposed consent orders final. Comments on
the National Association of Residential Property
Managers, Inc. and National Association of
Teachers of Singing, Inc. matters can be filed
electronically, or in paper form by following the
instructions in the “Supplementary Information”
section of the Federal Register notice.

NOTE: The Commission issues an administra-
tive complaint when it has “reason to believe” that
the law has been or is being violated, and it appears
to the Commission that a proceeding is in the
public interest. When the Commission issues a
consent order on a final basis, it carries the force
of law with respect to future actions. Each violation
of such an order may result in a civil penalty of up
to $16,000 per day.

The FTC’s Bureau of Competition works with
the Bureau of Economics to investigate alleged
anticompetitive business practices and, when
appropriate, recommends that the Commission
take law enforcement action. To inform the Bureau
about particular business practices, call 202-326-
3300, send an e-mail to antitrust{at}ftc{dot}gov,
or write to the Office of Policy and Coordination,
Bureau of Competition, Federal Trade Commission,
600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Room CC-5422,
Washington, DC 20580. To learn more about the
Bureau of Competition, read Competition Counts.
Like the FTC on Facebook, follow us on Twitter,
and subscribe to press releases for the latest FTC
news and resources.




