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Student NATS

Updates to the Website

Our online directory is up to date—hurrah!  A special 

thanks to UW-Eau Claire SNATS President Jordyn Beranek 

who spent many hours with me working on this project!

These are only the tip of the 
iceberg!  Got a great idea for 
collaborating with another 
chapter?  Contact me and I’ll 
share it in the newsletter. 

http://www.nats.org/snats.html

Keep your eye on the NATS 
website—we are working to 
update the SNATS pages with 
ideas for effective advising, 
possible chapter events, ex-
amples of vision and mission 
statements, and examples of 
your innovative work in your 
organization!

We currently have 121 active 
chapters of SNATS.  Please 
take a look, and maybe you’ll 
be inspired to contact another 
chapter in your region to see 
how you might work and make 
music together.  You could:

ȧ� Invite them to one of your events, 
either in person or virtually

ȧ� Host each other at a state or re-
gional NATS Audition or work-
shop

ȧ� Share ideas for fundraisers, 
events, and membership recruit-
ment

ȧ� Meet in the middle at a concert 
and then have coffee and des-
sert afterwards to talk it   
over

ȧ� Do a recital exchange
ȧ� Ask a long-established chapter 

if you can see their constitution 
and use it as a model

ȧ� Ask their advisor to come do 
a talk or masterclass at your 
school

Greetings to SNATS members and 
DGYLVRU� DURXQG� WKH� 86�� � ,Q� P\� ˉYH�
PRQWKV�LQ�RIˉFH��61$76�KDV�EHHQ�RQH�
of the favorite parts of my position.  
Meeting you in person and via email 
KDV�LQVSLUHG�PH�ZLWK�\RXU�HQHUJ\��\RXU�
FUHDWLYLW\�� DQG� \RXU� ORYH� IRU� WKH� DUW�
DQG�VFLHQFH�RI�VLQJLQJ���6WXGHQWV�DUH�
D�YLWDO�SDUW�RI�RXU�1$76�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
and I look forward to learning from 
\RX�DQG�KHOSLQJ�\RX�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�,�FDQ�
WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�DQG�JURZ�\RXU�FKDSWHU���
:LWK�RXU�FROOHFWLYH�HQHUJ\��61$76�FDQ�
do anything!  Have an idea?  Share it 
ZLWK�PH�DQG�ZHȠOO�FROODERUDWH�WR�PDNH�
it happen!

0LWUD� 6DGHJKSRXU� LV� $VVRFLDWH�
3URIHVVRU� RI� 0XVLF� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\�
RI� :LVFRQVLQ�(DX� &ODLUH�� ZKHUH� VKH�
WHDFKHV� $SSOLHG� 9RLFH� DQG� 2SHUD�
/LWHUDWXUH�� LV�FRRUGLQDWRU�RI�WKH�9RLFH�
DQG�&KRUDO�$UHD��DQG�LV�WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�
the opera program.

:HOFRPH

Mitra Sadeghpour
VP Discretionary Funds 
& Field Activities
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Chapter News From Around the 

United States

Baylor University, led by advisor 
Dr. Deborah Williamson, launched 
a new chapter of SNATS with 36 
charter members in the fall of 
2012. Their president is Bille Bru-
ley.  An enthusiastic chapter, Dr. 
Williamson reports “we have al-
ready had one meeting featuring 
Ms. Julianne Best, Adjunct Voice 
faculty at Baylor, on “Establishing 
a Private Voice Studio.”  Dr. Rob-
ert Best, Voice faculty at Baylor, 
will speak in November and give 
an overview of “Vocal Pedagogy.” 
Congratulations Baylor!

Annie Picard of the Chicago 

Chapter of Student NATS tells us 
“I was asked by the CCNATS Ex-
ecutive Board in 2011 to start a 
SNATS chapter.  We are the ˉUVW 
SNATS chapter to be sponsored 
by a NATS chapter instead of a 
college or university.  How cool 
is that! We have grown from 7 
members at start-up in Septem-
ber 2011 to 28 members from 
8 Chicagoland universities, plus 
college graduates.  We currently 
offer 4 programs:  the 0DVWHU�6H-
ULHV��2XWUHDFK�3URJUDP��6LQJHUV�)R-
UXPV��DQG�0HQWRUVKLS�DQG�0HULW�LQ�
7HDFKLQJ�3URJUDP (MMiT).
Thanks to Sarah van Loon, our 
CCSNATS Secretary and Treasurer, 
our website was FRPSOHWHO\ rede-
signed, with a new logo and vibe 
WR�EHWWHU�UHˊHFW�RXU�PLVVLRQ�DQG�
purpose.”  www.chicagostudent-
nats.org

The University of Wisconsin-

Whitewater SNATS chapter pro-
vided a complimentary lunch for 
all judges as a service project 
during the Wisconsin Auditions 
on Nov. 2, 2012.  In 2013 the 
Whitewater chapter will be host-
ing two master class clinicians 
on campus. Soprano Barbara Hill 
Moore, the Meadows Founda-
tion Distinguished Professor of 
Voice at Meadows School of the 

Arts at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity and mezzo-soprano Karen 
Brunssen, Associate Professor of 
Voice and Opera at Northwestern 
University will present master 
classes for UWW SNATS members 
in March and April, 2013, respec-
tively.
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At University of Alabama at Bir-

mingham, Kristine Hurst-Wajszc-
zuk, advisor, and new chapter 
president Callie Courter report: 
“this semester, we welcomed Jim 
%URG\�� FHUWLˉHG� LQVWUXFWRU� LQ� WKH�
Alexander Technique, for a three-
day workshop. We also met sever-
al times to watch THE AUDITION, 
had two yoga classes, and had two 
fundraising events. In the spring, 
Vanessa Cornett-Murtada, certi-
ˉHG�K\QR�WKHUDSLVW��ZLOO�SUHVHQW�D�
workshop on using self-hypnosis 
to overcome performance anxi-
ety. This will follow my workshop 
the previous week on treating 
with performance anxiety with-
out medication. We also plan to 
bring in a personal trainer to dis-
cuss exercise for singers, and MET 
mezzo-soprano Janet Hopkins 
will return for a master class.”  
The UAB chapter applied for and 
received a SNATS grant to help 

fund Cornett-Murtada.  Check out 
the website for more information 
on SNATS grants- they are avail-
able for you, too!

One of our largest SNATS chap-
ters at Indiana University has had 
a busy semester.  “We have had 
four events this fall. We have fea-
ture three guest presenters in the 
fall and three in the spring. In ad-
dition, we host the New Voice Ed-
ucators Symposium (above) and 
the Voice Faculty Cabaret annu-
ally.  The Cabaret features mem-
bers of the voice faculty perform-
ing solos and duets—sometimes 
classical, sometimes not—in a ca-
sual setting. The event brings to-
gether the faculty, including per-
formers like Carol Vaness, Sylvia 
McNair, Marietta Simpson, Timo-
thy Noble, Wolfgang Brendel, 
Carlos Montane, Andreas Poulim-
enos, Teresa Kubiak, etc., for a fun 
and light-hearted evening. They 
sing for free and the proceeds go 
to the SNATS chapter, allowing us 
to feature the other events dur-
ing the year for no charge. The 
September meeting was a dis-
cussion about choosing a gradu-
ate school and a new teacher. 
The October meeting was a guest 
presentation on Portuguese dic-
tion with a professor from Brazil. 
The November meeting was a 
presentation about working with 
children’s voices with the director 
of the IU Children’s Choir.”

The St. Louis chapter of SNATS is 
new as of the spring of 2012.  They 
will be hosting internet talks with 
pedagogues from Shenendoah 
University in the spring as one of 
their inaugural events.  Advisor 
Emily Truckenbrod is interested 
in dialoguing about building a 
strong chapter!  Look her up on 
our newly updated online direc-
tory!

Want your chapter included in 

the Chapter News section of 

our next newsletter? Contact 

us!

Top: Karen Brunssen,
Bottom: Barbara Hill Moore



Ideas for your chapter...
Does your school have orgsync?  
You can use it for SNATS!

Karla Gutierrez, president of FIU 
SNATS reports “we have an online 
website through www.orgsync.
com, and only FIU students can ac-
cess it once they make their pro-
ˉOHV��7KLV�VLWH�LV�KRZ�ZH�FRPPXQL-
cate meetings and events.  We are 
also in the process of designing 
our logo, but in the meantime we 
are using the one from SNATS in 
the nats.org page.” 

Not sure how to begin?  Start local! 
Kimberly Beasley at Jacksonville 
University says: We recently had 
RXU�ˉUVW�HYHQW��VLQJLQJ�DW�D�UHWLUH-
ment home called Cypress Village 
here in Jacksonville.  The students 
sang a combination of opera and 
musical theatre to great applause!  
Our chapter will focus a lot on 
community outreach initially and 
then hopefully grow to the point 
of hosting [a larger event.]

The University of Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire SNATS chapter executive 
committee held two strategic plan-
ning meetings where they worked 
RQ�GHˉQLQJ�WKH�UROHV�DQG�GXWLHV�RI�
WKH�RIˉFHUV�DQG�ZURWH�PLVVLRQ�DQG�
vision statements for the chapter.  
Advisor Mitra Sadeghpour used 

General Meeting 
FIU Student NATS
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SNATS CHAPTERS
Albany State University
Anderson University
$QRND�5DPVH\�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH
$UPVWURQJ�$WODQWLF�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
Asbury University
Auburn University
Ave Maria University
Ball State University
Baylor University
Boise State University 
Boone Studio
%RVWRQ�&RQVHUYDWRU\
Brenau University
Brigham Young University
%ULJKDP�<RXQJ�8QLYHUVLW\���+DZDLL
%ULJKDP�<RXQJ�8QLYHUVLW\���,GDKR
&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�1RUWKULGJH
&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\���)UHVQR
&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\���/$
&DUHQ�&DODIDWL�3ULYDWH�6WXGLRV�
&DUUROO�8QLYHUVLW\
&HQWUDO�%DSWLVW�8QLYHUVLW\
&HQWUDO�0HWKRGLVW�8QLYHUVLW\
&HQWUDO�:DVKLQJWRQ�8QLYHUVLW\
&KLFDJR�&KDSWHU�61$76
&RNHU�&ROOHJH
&RORUDGR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
&ROXPEXV�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH�RI�5,
Emporia State University
)ORULGD�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�8QLYHUVLW\
)ORULGD�6RXWKHUQ�&ROOHJH
)ORULGD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
)URVW�6FKRRO�RI�0XVLF
)URVWEXUJ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
*HRUJHWRZQ�&ROOHJH
Georgia Southern University
*UDQG�&DQ\RQ�8QLYHUVLW\
*UDSHYLQH�6RXWKODNH
+DVWLQJV�&ROOHJH
Indiana State University
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
,QGLDQD�8QLYHUVLW\�-DFREV�6FKRRO�RI�0XVLF
Indiana Wesleyan University
Iowa State
,WKDFD�&ROOHJH
-DFNVRQYLOOOH�8QLYHUVLW\
James Madison University
Kent State University
/D*UDQJH�&ROOHJH
Lamar University
/DZUHQFH�8QLYHUVLW\
Lee University
0DULHWWD�&ROOHJH
0DU\JURYH�&ROOHJH
0F1HHVH�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
Middle Tennessee State University
0RUDYLDQ�&ROOHJH
Morehead State University
1DXJDWXFN�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH
Nebraska Wesleyan University
1HZ�0H[LFR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
1RUWK�&DUROLQD�&HQWUDO�8QLYHUVLW\

the text “Advising Student Organi-
zations” by Norbert W. Dunkel and 
John H. Shuh (pub. Jossey-Bass) to 
facilitate this work.  We highly rec-
ommend this book both to start 
a new organization and revitalize 
the goals of an existing chapter.  
President Jordyn Beranek shares 
the chapter mission statement: 

7KH� 6WXGHQW� 1DWLRQDO� $VVRFLDWLRQ�
RI�7HDFKHUV�RI�6LQJLQJ��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
:LVFRQVLQ� �� (DX� &ODLUH� &KDSWHU� DV-
SLUHV� WR� DGYDQFH� WKH� NQRZOHGJH� RI�
WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�7HDFK-
HUV� RI� 6LQJLQJ�� WR� HQFRXUDJH� WKH�
KLJKHVW�VWDQGDUGV�RI�WKH�YRFDO�DUW��
WR�IXUWKHU�VWXGHQW�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�
DZDUHQHVV� RI� VFKRODUVKLS�� YRFDO�
SHGDJRJ\�� DQG� SHUIRUPDQFH�� DQG�
WR�PDNH�SURIHVVLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DFFHVVLEOH�IRU�SDVVLRQDWH�VWXGHQWV�
ZKR�LQWHQG�WR�WHDFK�VLQJLQJ��

Indiana University SNATS hosts an 
annual Voice Educator’s Sympo-
sium.  Send a representative from 
your chapter this year! Watch for 
more information soon about the 
dates of this year’s Symposium.  In 
the meantime, check out the IU 
SNATS website!  http://www.indi-
ana.edu/~iusnats/index.html
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Elizabeth Zettler
Editor
7HOHSKRQH��������������
email: elizabeth@nats.org

North Greenville University
Northern Arizona State University
2KLR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
2NODKRPD�%DSWLVW�8QLYHUVLW\
3DOP�%HDFK�$WODQWLF�8QLYHUVLW\
Pennsylvania State University
Pittsburg State University
Plymouth State University
3XJHW�6RXQG�&KDSWHU
Saint Martin’s University
Sam Houston State University
San Diego State University
Shenandoah University
Shorter University
Southeast Missouri State University
Southern Illinois University
6W��/RXLV�$UHD�&KDSWHU
6W��2ODI�&ROOHJH
The Singers’ Theatre Studio
Trinity University
Troy University  
University of Akron
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$ODEDPD��%LUPLQJKDP
University of Alaska
University of Arizona
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UNDQVDV���)W��6PLWK
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&HQWUDO�0LVVRXUL
University of Evansville
University of Iowa
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/DV�9HJDV
University of Lethbridge
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LFKLJDQ
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LQQHVWRWD�'XOXWK
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LVVRXUL�&ROXPELD
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LVVRXUL�.DQVDV�&LW\
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0RQWDQD��0LVVRXOD
University of North Alabama
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1&���*UHHQVERUR
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6RXWK�&DUROLQD
University of St. Thomas
University of Tennessee
University of Texas
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7H[DV�6DQ�$QWRQLR
University of Toronto
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ���(DX�&ODLUH
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ���:KLWHZDWHU
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ�0LOZDXNHH
University of Wyoming
9LUJLQLD�7HFK
:DUWEXUJ�&ROOHJH
Washburn University
Washington State University
Weber State University
:HVW�/LEHUW\�6WDWH�&ROOHJH
:HVWHUQ�&DUROLQD�8QLYHUVLW\
:HVWPLQVWHU�&KRLU�&ROOHJH���5LGHU�8QL
Whitworth University
Winthrop University

Featured SNATS Chapter:

University of Toronto 
The fall of 2012 saw the creation of a new SNATS chapter at the Uni-
veristy of Toronto in Canada. At the suggestion of Professor of Voice 
Lorna MacDonald and with the support from the Head of Voice Stud-
ies Dr. Darryl Edwards, SNATS UofT was established with 6 gradu-
ate students taking the roles of executive and adjunct voice teacher 
Elizabeth McDonald serving as faculty advisor.

Current SNATS UofT president Graham Thompson states:

“This a great opportunity for all of us here at the University of Toronto. 
We are thrilled to have the opportunity to take leadership roles help-
ing student-teachers of singing at the University of Toronto’ Faculty of 
Music to get active in the Toronto community. SNATS U of T will pro-
vide a forum for discussion and dissemination of information and ac-
tivities pertaining to singing research, teaching and performance. We 
are starting small this year with plans for a weekend debut seminar 
this spring that will feature a pedagogy research colloquium, master-
classes, and a recital series which will feature the members of SNATS 
U of T and the members of the Vocal Pedagogy division here at U of 
T. Our plans for the coming years are beginning to take shape and we 
are excited by the prospect of becoming an very active and busy club 
in the Toronto artistic community.”

L-R: Katherine Napiwotzki - Secretary; Karine St-Pierre - VP; Brooke 
Dufton - Treasurer; Graham Thomson - President; Douglas Brenton - 
7HFKQRORJ\�2IˉFHU��0LVVLQJ��&DWKHULQ�*DUGQHU���6HFUHWDU\�RI�0HPEHUVKLS

Mitra Sadeghpour
93�'LVFUHWLRQDU\�)XQGV�DQG�)LHOG�$FWLYLWLHV
HPDLO��YSGLVFUHWLRQDU\#QDWV�RUJ





CCSNATS
Chicago Chapter of Student NATS

The workshop will include an introduction to the 
fundamentals of yoga including meditation (dhyana), 
breathing (pranayama), physical practice (asana), and 
relaxation, as well as a  thorough discussion and 
practice. You will come away with a  deeper 
understanding of yoga, the experience of an 
energizing, one-hour practice specifically tailored to 
enhance your vocal technique, and a short warm-up 
that you can use in a practice room as you prepare to 
sing.

T h e  M a s t e r  S e r i e s :   

Yo g a  f o r  S i n g e r s  w i t h

Gary Alexander

S a t u r d a y
D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 1 2

2 - 4  p . m .

N o r t h  P a r k  U n i v e r s i t y
H a n s o n  H a l l -  H 2 3

3 2 2 5  W e s t  F o s t e r  A v e n u e
C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  6 0 6 2 5

Become a member at chicagostudentnats.org.

Free to participate or attend for CCSNATS members.
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